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Overview of Panchayati Raj System: Village Panchayats in Goa 
One must not deny that the Panchayati Raj system is the most oldest and based upon traditional way of administrative functioning at rural local level in India which was run by taking into account the traditional system which usually differed in different parts of India due to existing traditions and culture of their respective jurisdiction. However, this Panchayati Raj system was later formalized in 1992, following a detailed study conducted by a number of Indian committees on various ways of implementing more decentralized administration. Though in many Indian States like M.P, U.P. etc Panchayats still function in their own traditional ways. 
Mahatma Gandhi advocated and emphasized that Panchayati Raj is the prime foundation of Political system in India for decentralized form of local self government where every village would be responsible for their own village affairs (Gram Swaraj) for self governance instead of Government adopted policies of highly centralized form of administration wherein the rural villages are made victim of ignorance of the system of decentralized governance. However, now it has been moderated by the delegation of various administrative functions to the Local bodies empowering Elected Gram Panchayats to run their own affairs at local level. Although such democratic system is  not truly implemented at present.
The Panchayati Raj system in Goa came into force after much delay only after the agitation of All Goa Panchayat Parishad wherein with the efforts of some of the active Sarpanchas and Panchas demanded to the then Government of Goa and forced to file Panchayat petition before the Honorable Bombay High Court seeking its intervention to direct the then government to implement the Panchayati Raj system in Goa. It was only then, that with the directives given by the Hon. High Court to the Goa State Government to hold the general election under the Goa Panchayat Raj Act, 1994. Thus, the new Panchayati Raj system was made operational in Goa, wherein I was one of the active members of the said Petition.

Being elected for 6 terms as a member of V.P. Rachol and the longest serving active Sarpanch, I feel that the Panchayati Raj system in Goa is a total mess due to the faulty Panchayat Act of 1994 which I believe needs immediate amendments or replacement as there is no clarity on smooth functioning of rural local administration. Some of the important sections at present of the GPRA, 1994 which I would like to point out are Sections 60, 62, 64, 66, 67, 73, 76, 77, 101, 102, 103, 104, 105, 108, 112, 112-A, 112-C, 112-D, 112-E, 113, 113-A. The most important one being that the constitution of Gram Sabha and its functions have to be streamlined with adequate clarity and harmonized system to avoid tug of war between Gram Sabha members and Elected Representatives of Village Panchayats inorder  to give a peaceful and healthy environment for the development of villages at the present. In this respect, The All Goa Panchayat Democratic Forum and various other taluka forums etc made representations to the Government demanding for such amendments and devolution of powers. Till date, the government has not responded positively. 
The most important aspect of the existing Goa Panchayat Raj Act specially Schedule-I annexed to it as mandated by the Constitution of India has been kept in abeyance by the State Government should be implemented in toto, to give the ‘Power to the People’ as envisaged by our former Prime Minister Late Shri. Rajiv Gandhi. While introducing the Constitution (64th Amendment) Bill on Panchayat Raj in Lok Sabha, on 15th May 1989, he made a statement “Nothing much has been done on Devolution of Powers to the Traditional system in most of states in India”. It is also noted that even the Prime Minister in 1989 commented, “whether and  how the money are being spent by any Panch or Sarpanch, who cheats the people, will be removed by the people, there is no way he/she can escape the consequences of malfeasance”. Convinced by his inspiring speech & also being the President of Goan Tribal Association, I favour the direct election of Sarpanch for the respective Villages by the People in the State of Goa. This will control the smooth functioning and administration of Panchayats as well as effectively serve the purpose of 73rd & 74th (Constitution Amendment) Acts of 1992.
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